
Since 15 September, there has been a notable surge in the number of returnees to Afghanistan, taking place primarily through 
the Torkham and Spin Boldak border crossings. The announcement on 3 October by Pakistan’s national Apex Committee 
of the plan1 to repatriate over a million foreigners without valid documents, mostly Afghans triggered a consistent and steep 
increase in the number of undocumented and ACC holders crossing the border points. This culminated at the beginning 
of November in line with the ultimatum of 1 November given to illegal foreigners residing in Pakistan by Pakistan’s Minister 
of Interior.  There have been over 471,500 returnees recorded during this period, with numbers increasing from less than 
200 per day in early October to more than 25,000 by early November. This influx, consisting largely of forced returns, also 
includes a large number of deportations. Since the initial peak around November 1st, the number of individuals crossing these 
official border points have consistently decreased but remains higher than pre-September 15th.
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Consortium Partners have progressively scaled up and adjusted operations at both Spin Boldak and Torkham Border Points 
to respond to the significant increased on returns since mid-September 2023, in coordination with the DFA. Currently, the 
capacity of partners maintained at these locations allow for assistance provision the day of arrival.
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ASSISTED RETURNEES TO AFGHANISTAN

NUMBER OF BENEFICIARIES PROVIDED WITH ASSISTANCE

10 Dec 11 Dec 12 Dec 13 Dec 14 Dec 15 Dec 16 Dec 10-16 
Dec

15 Sept 
16 Dec

Forced returnees 893 689 835 941 704 605 655 5322  394 432 

Deportations 1 5 0 0 0 1 2 9  4 463 
Assisted VolRep (PoR) 331 492 189 203 222 113 106 1656  21 767 
PoR Holders 645 498 436 500 344 46 296 2765  15 207 
Household member of a PoR 
holder without a PoR 218 82 126 118 112 17 111 784  8 021 

Other Assisted Returnee 84 106 77 144 128 9 24 572  10 780 

Total retunees assisted per day 2172 1872 1663 1906 1510 791 1194 11108  454 670 
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In Spin Boldak and Torkham, a total of 1,656 individuals received assistance as part of the voluntary repatriation program.

The accumulation of demographic information collected during registration identifies the majority 
of assisted returnees are children and adolescents (62%). Approximately 24% of returnees are 
children under 5. Additionally, the demographics indicate that 48% of assisted returnees are women. 
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(UNDOCUMENTED/ACC RETURNEES)

Cumulative data collected during the provision of assistance at the Spin 
Boldak and Torkham border crossing points indicate the vast majority 
of returnees (88%) aim to return to their provinces of origin, with 84% 
planning to resettle to their district of origin. The majority of returnees 
aim to resettle in Nangahar, Kandahar, Kunar, Kabul, and Kunduz. 
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